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But Germany, unfortunately, did not know what she
wanted. Discussion and maneuvers had no other effect
than to stir up a hornet's nest of the smaller states, which
up till then had been shut out of the Congress by the
Allies with the promise that they would form a critical
audience to judge what the Allies had decided. As this was
a question of Germany, it was only natural that all the
little German states should be the most excited. Suddenly,
on the sixteenth,, the latent crisis came to a head in both
the committee a?id the Congress. The Wurttemberg dele-
gate flatly declared that it was useless to discuss the statutes
of the Confederation, and the rights and duties of "its
members, wheb these members, the extent of their terri-
tories, the geographical and political boundaries of the
Confederation, were yet unknown. Consequently, he
would take no more part in the discussion. On the same
day, a far more serious event occurred. The delegates from
the twenty-nine sovereign princes and free cities of Ger-
many delivered a memorandum to Metternich and Har-
denberg which was nothing less than revolutionary. They
did not only demand Germany's right to decide her own
fate; they also condemned both the Austro-Prussian pro-
posal and the opposition put up by Bavaria and Wurttem-
berg, The memorandum denounced the feeble dualism of
the proposed Constitution and demanded a single head
of the government, as had been the case with the former
Emperor-a demand which was not calculated to please
either Austria, Prussia, or France, who had developed a
healthy fear of single rule. Thus the whole Austro-Prussian
plan was upset right at its foundations. But the memoran-
dum was no less vigorous against the opposition of Bavaria
and Wurttemberg. It had this to say against them: -
They are especially agreed that all arbitrary authority must
cease, generally speaking by the establishment of a federative
constitution, and particularly in each state by the setting up
of estates which should have the following prerogatives;